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"The Minister for Education is planning to ban mobile
phones from all second-level schools in response to
research which links use of devices to student
distraction and cyberbullying.
While most second level schools either restrict the use
of mobile phones or oblige students to place them in
lockers, Norma Foley said she was convinced a wider
ban was the best way forward."

A_KM/W_UJuﬂ,ﬁnumﬁ(u/uimnmf 13y
A0 1L s 2 18 L F ot 0P kS
urKu‘ngiJu!ﬁ)a.nLg;/wiuﬁu!/¢/dt-“l£(ui
-c.&jicé.fjﬁg&by/V/}’(ic
SIS Lt tﬁdyL/uiJLrJP!wme/f _>
{U:’JL}"J/U:{J JiLiL/}’cu*L/};/é/ Sy
_L.d/g]/(&/ﬁ RYAONIE
»u"'u"u*U"/;JJ'Y/AJ(/WVAAJM/’KJJJ}J/ggJu’/b
U P BT 20 SNSRI
dlx'// VJ‘)Cyberbullylngﬂ/ Vu’lbzi JW’L’/# Kous”
I8 LU Frea 1 2 g s u‘f&/fghﬂ/‘{
eHIe Ko A_yww’u“tw‘uu/u‘i_ /»u/gfgf
At S e R Gt e et Sl S
U)’ Li}du!);ﬂ(r);/u//d/d_/ff/bféuﬁg/»u' Zf:’/g/»
up/i/(}/}'U’;c(}w&@)C}ouﬂLW//ﬁ')ngbw/ﬂu:{c‘_u}u*
}&@fd/rc/;?)t«g ol UU/‘L(}/UQ:VA"JGA}/)'J_U"L/}"/ng
&UlauﬁuuiﬁDehumanisationﬁ‘/’bﬂ}jd;alev“’lccu:’w/W
-g.d/bd/u:yfd/d—/'?)/aw




ﬁf"m@/h—dﬂ/. /n_o\ GL_;JH,

N——

Uizl L u/ﬂw u"JVJL‘}/d/

Sy 2 u’wd‘iuﬁfmrm Teee Mooyt L1745 T
SIS u’”;u)’fj bfiéf;dc/ 2023_,/y/vC/Lu”9 B2
3¢ U:”‘ﬁ‘é Z//)u‘u.a/}//(r)“u*éu}gj fiéﬂf U)J)'/"
STt L EL uge LS DI U o
el (‘“u “/b JU/JU}’&MVWJW sy e
u’i/fwﬂu;/l;lu’w EEIL Jf LJb‘C&/gﬁu/ywn,/uy
GALUE S e S bedteg i U1 ] K.,mw/ Ld//; Kl
qu’li&dyt (jL&/LMJ)”J)'U)’JL/‘L;}JLL/{Jl&/)'u'/'djé
e LU It e UYL

"Studies from Belgium, Spain and the United Kingdom

show that banning mobile phones from schools
improves academic performance. especially for
low-performing students. Analysis for this report shows
that globally, almost one in four countries has introduced
such bans in laws or policies.

Article 25 of the education law in Tajikistan states that
the use of mobile phones by students is prohibited in
primary, vocational and secondary schools. In
Uzbekistan, the law calls for switching off all devices
when entering schools.

Several schools and universities in the United States
have also started banning TikTok and other platforms.”
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“Six years ago, as officials at the Netherlands’ Calvijn

College began considering whether to ban phones from
their schools, the idea left some students aghast.

“We were asked whether we thought we were living in
the 1800s,” said Jan Bakker, the chair of the college,
whose students range in age from 12 to 18 years.

While the majority backed the idea, about 20% of the
parents, teachers and students surveyed were staunchly
opposed. Some were parents who worried about not
being able to get hold of their children during the day,
while a handful of teachers argued it would be better to
embrace new technologies rather than shun them.

Still, school officials pushed forward. “Walking through
the corridors and the school yard, you would see all the
children were on their smartphones. Conversations were
missing, the table tennis tables were empty,” said
Bakker. “Basically we were losing the social culture.”
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“Cell phones, smart watches, and tablets are now
banned for pupils at Dutch primary and secondary
schools. The Dutch government called them a
"distraction" that reduces academic performance and
social interaction.

"There is increasing evidence that cell phones in class
are harmful. Students can concentrate less and their
performance suffers. We need to protect students from
that," the Dutch government said in a statement.
Greece and ltaly already have mobile phone bans in
schools, and Germany has been mulling a similar move.
A recent study by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) recommened
limiting the use of phones at school.”
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“Australia will ban children under 16 from using social
media, after its parliament approved the world's strictest

laws.

The ban, which will not take effect for at least 12
months, could see tech companies fined up to A$50m
($32.5m; £25.7m) if they don't comply.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says the legislation is
needed to protect young people from the "harms" of
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social media, something many parent groups have
echoed.

The legislation does not specify which platforms will be
banned. Those decisions will be made later by
Australia’s communications minister, who will seek
advice from the eSafety Commissioner - an internet
regulator that will enforce the rules.

However the minister, Michelle Rowland, has said the
ban will include Snapchat, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram
and X. Gaming and messaging platforms are exempt, as
are sites that can be accessed without an account,
meaning YouTube, for instance, is likely to be spared.”
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(1)  Mobile phones set to be banned across all second-level schools under new
Government plans, Irish Times, 21st Aug 2024.
Link:https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/education/2024/08/21/minister-plans-mobile-phone-
ban-across-second-level-schools/
(2)  Cyberbullying, UNICEF, United Nations.
Link: https://www.unicef.org/end-violence/how-to-stop-cyberbullying
(3) 2023 GEM Report:Technology ineducation, UNESCO.
Link: https://www.unesco.org/gem-report/en/technology
(4)  Ashifa Kassam, 'Going back in time': the schools across Europe banning mobile
phones, Guardian, 09th Sep 2024.
Link:https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/sep/09/dutch-school-that-
banned-mobile-phones-calvijn-college
(5)  Netherlands: Nationwide ban on phones in schools underway, DW News.
Link:https://www.dw.com/en/netherlands-nationwide-ban-on-phones-in-schools-underway/
a-70110245#:~:text=Cell%20phones%2C%20smart%20watches%2C%20and,academic%20
performance%20and%20social%20interaction.
(6)  Mobile phones in schools: Mandating a ban? UK Parliament, 21st Nov 2024.
Link: https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/mobile-phones-in-schools-mandating-a-ban/
Students, digital devicesdigital devices and successand success, OECD 2024.
Link:https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2024/05/
(7)  students-digital-devices-and-success_621829ff/9e4c0624-en.pdf
(8)  Arianna Prothero et al, 'Which states ban or restrict cell phones in schools?', Education
Week, 28 June 2024.
Link:https://www.edweek.org/technology/which-states-ban-or-restrict-cellphones-in-schools/2024/06
(9)  Australia approves social media ban on under-16s, BBC News, 28 Nov 2024.
Linl: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c89vijj0Ixx90
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